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This year, With the theme “Shifting Paradigm amid global resilience”, delegates from Yew wah and
YHIS discussed measures to shift the “paradigm” of “aftermath that COVID-19 caused by creating
more and more clear and cooperative policies among nations. Around 50 delegates participated,
and all had a meaningful time getting to know each other and discussing world issues and
widening their worldview. 
Held from December 9th to 11th, despite the hardships that COVID-19 brought to Yantai, we were
able to participate in a full-offline conference in Marriott Yantai. Discussing with delegates from
different schools, our YHIS delegates were able to see how their peers saw the world as they got
together, and cooperating with each other as they wrote a resolution together. They were also able
to come up with creative resolutions, leading to every single one of the resolutions that was written
in the conference pass. 

Christmas Concert
Benjamin Shin (G10)
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The theme of this concert is “let your light
shine”. ECC, elementaryschool, Middleschool
choir, highschool choir, middleschool band,
and 2 highschool bands participated. We
performed our songs with a theme. For
example, the song “I see a star” performed
by Middle school and high school together
had lyrices which totally fit with theme. There
were more songs like “Candy Cane Kid”
performedd by first graders, and “sleigh ride”
performed by highschool bands.
Ms. Forstroom, who was the director of this
concert, expressed her excitement about this
concert. At the beginning, she felt sad
because the concert cannot be held directly
in front of the audience. But now, she found
that this concert could be shown to more
people.

On December 22nd, at 6:30 in the evening,
Christmas Concert was held in a special
way. Because of the pandemic, our school
had decided to perform our Christmas
Concert online rather than physically at the
auditorium. But don’t worry, our school used
up-to-the-minute technology to perfectly
capture every single performance. I can say
that they sounded even better because
there was no nervousness of performers
due to huge number of audience.  

MUNTAI 2021
Jessica Noh (G12)



In order for MUNTAI 2021 to work out, all the secretariats worked together for months in order to
come up with a theme, topic for committees, chairs, hotel arrangements and many others. I had
the opportunity to work with the secretariats throughout the school year as the student advisor,
and all of them, tried their best, leading to a successful conference. Secretary-general, Eileen
bang, helped all of the secretariats with their job, with the burden to lead the conference itself.
Deputy secretary-general, Angela Kim, was able to help the Secretary-general in many different
aspects, such as revising chair reports, writing chair guides, running chair meetings, and separate
preparations on writing Guide to MUN. With excellent leadership, interpersonal skills and time
management skills that both of them showed, MUNTAI secretariats were able to show their
potential in their work without any hardships. 

The deputy secretary-general also commented,
“Since this was the first conference of its kind
to be held at our school, we encountered a lot
of challenges, but with the help of diligent
people, we were able to reap what we sowed. I
express my gratitude to Krystal from the
University of Notre Dame and Minah from
Tianjin International School for eagerly
accepting my request for participating in the
conference. Personally, MUNTAI 2021 was a
great chance for me to be grateful for many
people around me.”
Combined with all the precious experiences
that the delegates and leaders went though,
MUNTAI 2021 was a really meaningful activity
for everyone that took part in.

There were four committees in the
conference: Economic and social council
(ECOSOC), General assembly (GA), Security
Council (SC), and Human Rights Council
(HRC). Even though the head chairs were not
able to participate in the conference due to
COVID-19 travel restrictions, students from
YHIS who served as a deputy chair was able
to show their leadership potential.
A lot of the delegates said that they were
happy with the experience. Bruce Kim in 10th
grade says, “It was my first-time participating
face-to face MUN, so I was really nervous at
first. But as time passed by, I found that I was
really enjoying this experience especially
because it was face to face. I’d like to
participate in another face-to-face MUN if I
have a chance in the future”. 
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 The Science fair, where students can display
what they have researched and experimented,
took place on November 19, 2021. There were
lots of high schoolers who were interested in
researching and even experimenting on the
topics that they were interested in, including
psychology, bacterial growth, mental and
physical health, and so on. This day was to
show the final results of all of their hard works in
analyzing and researching.
JuYoung who researched the “Kin recognition of
animals” explained that the whole point of her
topic was "How and why animals are able to
recognize and identify their families". She
mentioned that she researched the animals who
are brilliant at the “Kin recognition,” and she
introduced those animals: ants, frogs, mice.
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 She also found what was the evolutionary
meaning of kin recognition and how animals can
achieve that recognition. She also mentioned
that she really enjoyed the science fair itself and
the process of preparing for the fair, such as
researching about the ways and reasons why
animals can recognize their families and why are
some animals better at doing so than other
animals. 
 Just how Juyoung said that her research helped
her to think even deeper, we hope that science
fair was a perfect opportunity for students to
enjoy and research more on topics that interest
them. We look forward to seeing masterpieces
for next year’s science fair as well!

Science Fair
Olivia Kim (G10)



On October 22nd last year, talent show took
place. The show was managed by Ms.
Forstrom and Ms. Ma, and they worked hard to
make the show more perfect. Ms. Forstrom
sent an email to the whole students on
September 23rd for a sign-up form, which was
quiet early. To get a chance to perform in talent
show, students needed to be auditioned by
sending in their videos of performance. 

Talent Show
Benjamin Shin (G10)
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Lots of student applied. Lots of them failed, but
some were not. Among these highly talented
students in YHIS and YIA, teachers carefully chose
students who not only talented but also who fit with
purpose of doing talent show. To the “survivors,”
what seemed like an end was their start. Every
week, they did endless practice and straining
rehearsal. Fortunately, that was meaningful. Whole
students did a great job in the show. Playing
instruments, dancing, singing, swordsmanship… So
many and interesting performances were there. In
my personal sight, I enjoyed the dance
performance “Paparazzi” the most.

Even though studying is very important part of
school life, the most important thing is to “enjoy”
school life. I hope this talent show gave students
lots of memory and enjoyment.



 The boy’s soccer team had a great start with
Daniel Lee (G9) scoring the first goal of the
season. Despite the seniors not playing, the
boys still showed excellence in many positions.
Sumin Song (G11), Jeyun Song (G11), and Tay
Lee (G11) showed great presence in defense
and only let down one goal from the visiting
team. During the game, coach Hinnings was
mostly testing the youngsters playing the
freshmen and middle schoolers. He quoted
“there are a lot of skilled underclassmen this
year.” Coach Hinnings sees huge potential in
the boy's soccer team and believes the team is
at its highest since established. At the end of the
day, Daniel Lee (G9) was the man of the match
leading the scoreboard with four goals and one
assist.  

Friendly Soccer Match
Sports Council
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On November 9th, Yantai Huasheng International School (YHIS) played a friendly soccer game
with Yew Wah International School (YWIES), hosting two games of both the boys and girls
soccer club team. Although soccer season officially didn’t start yet, the boys and girls soccer
club has worked hard to develop teamwork and chemistry and was able to fit in a couple of
games before going into winter break. The boy's team claimed victory with an overwhelming
score of 8:1 while the girls' team struggled to bring in a win. 

 The girl’s soccer team showed great effort and
passion for the game; but, failed to reach
victory. The girls were mostly composed of
middle schoolers and a few sophomores. Jane
Sun (G11) and Molly Mu (G12) showed great
leadership throughout the game leading the
underclassmen to a strong finish. Jane Sun
(G11) was remarkable in her goalkeeper
position, helping the team only concede two
goals. Even though it was the first time for the
middle schoolers to experience the game of
soccer, they played well with each other. In the
near future, the girl's soccer team will improve
their teamwork and individual skill sets.             
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The famous quote "practice makes perfect" was clearly shown in both the boys’ and girls’
soccer club teams. Although both of the teams were not able to bring in wins, they were moving
towards a closer step to the official soccer season. Both teams exercised great performance
and passion during the match and truly proved their endeavor and skills they have mastered
during practice. The friendly match with Yew Wah ended with great confidence and showed
room for improvement in particular areas. The Sports Council supports the boys and girls
soccer team and wishes them the best at the iSC tournament hosted by Wuhan Yangtze
International School (WYIS.) 

Soccer Team Member Interview - Jeyun Song (G11)
Sports Council

Jeyun Song (G11)

Q. What do you think of the Soccer team
this year?
I think the soccer team this year is very strong.
There are a lot of seniors and lower grade
players that are good and have lots of
experience in playing soccer. Once the seniors
join our soccer squad, the team will look scary. 

Q. What have you done to help the soccer team improve?
At the start of the season, I noticed not many people was interested in the defense position. The
defense position was pretty weak and I wanted to help the team improve in the position. I started
playing center back after one month in the soccer club. I especially worked hard with the 11th
graders because most of them were playing defense.

Q. What are your expectations for this season?
I am looking forward to winning as many games as possible this season and winning the iSC
tournament. I want everyone to stay healthy and not go through any injuries.

Friendly Volleyball Match
Sports Council

 On October 16th, Yantai Huasheng International School (YHIS) played a friendly volleyball
game with Weihai Zhongshi International School (WZFS), hosting four games for both the boys
and girls varsity volleyball teams. Weihai Zhongshi International School visited our home court
on a Saturday bringing in two varsity teams. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the volleyball
season took a late start to the game. It wasn’t easy for both the girls and boys volleyball team to
consecutively improve their game experience because games were constantly postponed by
the Yantai government officials. 
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 The boy’s volleyball team split up into two teams
consisting of the junior varsity team and the varsity
team. Dennis Park (G12) led the boy’s varsity
team to 1 win and 1 draw while YC Cho (G12) had
difficulties bringing in a win with the junior varsity
team. The YHIS junior varsity team and the YHIS
varsity team had an opportunity to play against
each other where the boys showed their best
effort in defeating the opponent. The result was
awarded to the varsity boys volleyball team,
bringing in the victory. Frank Fan (G12) was the
man of the match with six kills and four service
aces. Then the varsity boys played Weihai
Zhongshi International School. With packed
crowds, this game held the most attention out of
the four games. The first set was intense with the
YHIS varsity team taking the lead. Tay Lee (G11)
outperformed with six kills and Dennis Park (G12)
putting in seven service aces. Weihai Zhongshi
took the second set but due to time restraint, the
game had to end in a tie.

 The girl’s volleyball team only consisted of one team, allowing them to play one game with
Weihai’s varsity girls team. Unfortunately, the girl’s volleyball team couldn’t bring in a win but
showed future potential to be a great team. Faith Tham (G10) showed her leadership skills on
the court and helped out the team to improve most of the time. 

 Although there wasn’t a proper volleyball season this year, the boys and girls volleyball teams
enjoyed practicing two times a week with the four coaches and look forward to having a full
season next year.  

Career Exploration Day
Maru Gonmei (G11)

Career day took place on November 18th, 2021. This was a given opportunity for the students to
respectively have an insight for the future career being chosen. Here, valuing the idea of hands-
on learning, it is replicated upon the limitations of COVID-19 where the students could directly
ask and be given answer for the questions they had wanted to be answered from professionals
in the given sector of work. The students were given a choice to sign up from nine experts
ranging from an artist to a former White house Chief of Computing security. The students were
to choose two careers, for two sessions, one for each. 
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During the allocated time for session 1, students promptly left for the rooms without much
uproar or turmoil. Being seated by 9:55, the sessions shortly started. Although slowly, the
students steadily asked questions mainly regarding the qualities and vision of what doing the
specific career would be like. With varying answers from different experts, students were made
known of what profession is appealing for themselves, both intrinsically and academically. At
the end of the session, the students packed up and left for the next sessions. By the end of both
sessions, the students could still be seen rethinking future careers and revising the list of jobs
that they had thought out before.

Autumn Party
Ruyi Vars (G7)

On Friday, November 12th, secondary students had an Autumn Party afterschool, which was
involved with games, movies, fun activities. We got to stay up until eight o’clock at night, and
spend times with our friends. 
We played games and ate KFC hamburgers for dinner before watching “Beauty and the Beast.”
Also, we played sardines in the form of hide-and-seek, finding the Student Council members.
Points earned for finding them were later useful in the Capture the Flag. Capture the flag was a
bit messy, but we later had fun in individual times. 
We had some free time to talk to friends and see how they were doing in life and school whether
they were stresses, exhausted, sleepy, or mad. During free times, we played games like ping
pong, five second rule game, and Uno. We played a multitude of fun games! 

F R O M  T H E  M O V I E  " B E A U T Y  A N D  T H E  B E A S T "  ( 2 0 1 7 )



On November 11th, YHIS secondary celebrated Pocky Day. November 11th is set as a Pocky day
because when we write November 11th in just numbers, it is 11/11, which looks like four pocky
sticks. On Pocky day, people usually give pocky to those who they like. Recognizing this custom,
the Student Council prepared an event where teachers and YHIS secondary students can deliver
pocky to other students and teachers through the Student Council. Students and teachers could
also write letters on the paper prepared by the Student Council and deliver it with the pocky. The
event was indeed successful, and it was a day where students and teachers could feel each
other’s warmth. It could have been a normal day, but the Student Council has made it a special
day where the whole school came together and got closer.
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Pocky Day
Emily Park (G11)

Teacher of the Quarter - Mr. Andrew Tham
Jessica Noh (G12)

Q: What do you teach in YHIS, and how long have you been
teaching in our school? Tell us about yourself!

I teach physics, biology, AP physics, and AP biology. I have
been here since 2016 when the school started. I am from
Singapore, enjoy doing science, used to volunteer at natural
history museum, and a science center in Singapore. That is
when I started to interact with the public properly, and I have
four children.
 

Q: What teaching philosophy do you have?
Do the simplest thing possible in class to help students learn.



Q: Why did you decide to teach since? 
I was doing my post-graduate degree in biology, and halfway through my postgraduate
research, my wife and I had a first child. So, I needed to stop working to pay for the family,
and research did not pay enough. So, at that time, the university that I was studying in started
a high school, and a colleague of mine went to the school and recommended me to teach in
that school. That is how I started to start to teach biology.

Q: From when did you start to develop interest in biology?
I see a lot of life around me, and I have always been curious in how life works, and that is my
main interest in biology. Growing up in Singapore, Southeast Asia, I was surrounded by the
tropical rainforest, which had a lot of complex life, which also got me interested in biology,
specifically, ecology.
 

Q: Science is a really difficult subject for students to understand. Are there any special
teaching methods that you implement in your classroom in order for them to learn
effectively? 

Science doesn’t have to be difficult, since I think that educators have made it unnecessary, so
the best way that I can help the students the learning is through a lot of hands-on experience,
such as everyday observations. That is the reason why I have a lab at the back of my
classroom so that I can do as many experiments as possible.
 

Q: HBL was really tough. Are there any ways that you overcame this obstacle, and what
differences did you see during the process?

HBL is tough in a sense that it doesn’t allow teachers and students to use traditional teaching
and learning. You realize that a lot of the students are not motivated to do school, because if
students are motivated, it should not be tough. So, how I overcame that is, to try to simplify
the process as much time possible so that they spend minimum amount of time in front of
screen as possible.

Q: What did you learn from your students as you taught them throughout the year? 
Teenagers should be given more credit from the society than they are now, instead of being
seen as troublemakers, and I think that I actually try to adult life with a teenage mindset
myself because I remember my teenage year simply because there are so many energies,
hope, and motivation for life.
 

Q: I heard that you have signed another contract with the school. Is there any reason why
you want to stick to teaching instead of going into other work fields?

A: It is difficult to move to another job with COVID around, and because my eldest daughter
would like to graduate from this school. 
 

Q: Thank you for answering all the questions! Is there anything else that you wanted to
add to what we’ve talked about today?

It’s been an interesting 6 years in YHIS. A lot of things had happened, and my family and I
have grown though these experiences.
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MS Fall Camp 2020 



“I love to apply the knowledge I have gained to real life. It's so fun to see how my knowledge and
experience help me go through challenges and make good decisions. I want to learn more,
especially about business, to continue having these pleasant and meaningful experiences.”

With such passion, she has been “working hard for all students’ enjoyable school life” as the
finance director and “looking for the best result [her club] can make in a year.” She also
mentioned that sometimes conflicts inevitably arise because “we are all different people with
different opinions.” Yet, it is through communication, she remarked, that this can be resolved.
Indeed, her liking “to have conversations and listening to everyone’s ideas to find the best way in
handling the problem” has led her to becoming a better leader. For her prospect for the future,
she said that she “[wants] to be a courageous person who likes to try something new.” We are
grateful for her contributions to the school and look forward to finding “what [she] truly loves to
do. 
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Student of the Quarter - Donna Kim 
Angela Kim (G11)

Student of the Quarter is selected every quarter among
secondary students who have demonstrated leadership
skills at interdisciplinary areas and exemplary attitude as the
student leader. For the second quarter, Donna Kim from
12th grade was selected for showing these qualities as the
finance director of the Student Council and as the President
of the clubs she is running. Currently a senior at YHIS,
Donna has been “accumulating [her] experience through
activities in the Student Council and gaining knowledge by
leading two clubs,” Economics Club and Journalism Club. 

“These roles are all related to my interest: Economics and
Business,” stated Donna. 

Halloween All Saints Eve
Ruyi Vars (G7)

On November 25th, 2021, we had
Halloween All Saints Eve. Since the 9th
century, Halloween was also known as the
day of the dead. On this day, children dress
up as different customers every year, get
candy from adults, and say trick or treat in
front of people’s doors. We celebrate this
event every last day of October, near the
end of the year.
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Soyoon Lee from 7th grade remarked, “Our
family usually likes decorating. In South Korea,
we used to decorate our front yard with jack-o-
lanterns and big spider dolls. I also like to bake
Halloween cookies and decorate them as
spiders and spider webs. In Korea, I and my
friends always went trick-o treating and I always
dressed up. Lastly, our town used to have a
trunk decoration contest which is opening car
trunks and decorating them and the best
looking gets a prize.” 

Ms. Forstrom said, “My family always went to
our church on Halloween. We would play
carnival games, dress up in costumes and eat
lots of food!” 
Mr. Galindo also added that he would usually
dress up, get candy, and sometimes play corn
hole as a game!
No matter how everyone celebrates Halloween
differently, it is a fun day where people get
together and be happy! 


